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I. REMARKS 

Applicant has reviewed the Office Action dated April 10, 2006, and txilly addresses the 
Examiner's requirement herein. 

A. Response to Restriction Requirement 

Applicant elects Group 3, claims 1-7. and 17-41, drawn to a method of processing trade 
documents including generating a sales order in response to the initiation document. 

Within Group 3, Applicant further elects Species 2 (i.e.. Group G(2)), claims 1-7. 17. and 
20-41, drawn to a method of processing trade documents comparing the sales order to the 
requirement information contained in the database. 

Within Species 2, Applicant further elects Species 3 (i.e.. Group G(2(3))), claims 1-7, 17, 
20-31, 33, 34-38, and 40-41, drawn to a method of processing trade documents comprising the 
step of presenting the trade documents to the buyer for negotiation. 

Therefore, based on the above elections, Apphcant submits that claims 1-7, 17, 20-31, 33, 
34-38, and 40-41 read on the elected subject matter, as required by the Restriction Requirement. 
For details, please refer to the attached Appendix A — List of Claims. 

B. Prior Art Information 

Pursuant to Rule 105, the Examiner requires Applicant to state the specific improvements 
of the subject matter in claims 1-41 over the 313 prior art references submitted in Applicant's 
IDS. Applicant lists the information in the attached table: Appendix B — Improvements over 
Prior Art. The symbol "X' shown in the table represents that based on Applicant's 
representative's review of the prior art, the specific reference fails to expressly disclose that 
element based on Applicant's representative's good faith understanding of the reference at issue. 



IL Conclusion 

In view of the foregoivig, it is respeafiiily subnatted ihat ihe presenV applicafion ia in. 
cc^ndiuun tor iiio'-.^au.x-. uiid au e^riy iodiciiii.r. of ihe san^e it^ couircoissiy sulioitcvi liu- 

leiephone nusiiber, in order to expedite reso]ud(>!i of any isiiues and to expedite passage of tlie 
presient applicadon to issue, if avi>" comn-seiivs. queriiions, or suggestioiis arise in connectioo with 
the present application. 

Please charge any shonage iii fees due m conrjection vvith ihe filing of this paper, 
UKiiiding extension of trme fees, to Deposit Account No. 50-0206; and piease credit any excess 
fees to the same deposit accoimi. 



V, K.,.ed M^i'ke. 



Sh U,^- V\,i| JHtS LI P 




RiviMs ^.si.^ri 4yuO"" 



Hnnton & Williams li..P 
lyOO K Street N.W. 
Washington, Da:. 20f)()n-l 109 

Facsimile: (2(a) 77B--2.2()1 



Date- lane 2'?, 2006 



Patent Application 
Attorney Docket No.: 72167.000158 



AppendLv A Listing of Claims 

1 . (Previously Presented) A method of processing trade documents associated with a trade 
operation between a buyer and a seller comprising the computer-perfonned steps of: 

• receiving an initiation document containing requirement infomiation with respect 
to the trade operation; 

• mapping at least some of the requirement information into a database: 

• automatically generating the trade documents utilizing the requirement 
information contained in the database; and 

• verifying the accuracy of the trade documents. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the initiation document 
is a purchase order from the buyer. 

3 (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the step of receiving 
the initiation document further comprises the step of receiving the initiation document 
electronically. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 1 . wherein the initiation document 
is an application for a Letter of Credit from the buyer. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 4, ftirther comprising the steps of: 

• maintaining a customer profile containing standard tenus and conditions used by 
the buyer; and 

• automatically generating the Letter of Credit using the standard terms and 
conditions contained in the customer profile. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 5, further comprising the step of 
manually repairing the Letter of Credit if there is a discrepancy between the requirement 
information contained in the database and the standard tenns and conditions contained in 
the customer profile. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 

• issuing the Letter of Credit: and 

• advising the seller of the issuance of the Letter of Credit. 

8. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the step of 
maintaining a status of the trade operation on the database. 

9. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 8, further comprising the step of providing 
the buyer and seller access to the database in order to view the status of the trade 
operation. 

10. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 9, wherein the step of providing the buyer 
and seller access to the database further comprises providing the access over the Internet. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 9, wherein the step of providing the buyer 
and seller access to the database further comprises providing the access over a private 
network. 

12. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 9, wherem the step of providing the buyer 
and seller access to the database further comprises providing the access over a dial up 
line. 

13. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 9, wherein the step of providmg the buyer 
and seller access to the database further comprises providing secure access. 
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14. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 9, wherein the secure access is provided by 
encryption, authentication an non-repudiation. 

15. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 9, further comprising the step of providing 
access to the database to additional parties designated by the buyer and seller. 

16. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the initiating document is an 
application for a Letter of Credit, the method further comprising the steps of: 

• receiving multiple purchase orders from they buyer; 

• storing the multiple purchase orders; and 

• automatically generating the Letter of Credit using the stored multiple purchase 
orders. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the step of 
generating a sales order in response to the initiation document. 

18. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 17, wherein the step of generating the sales 
order further comprises the step of automatically generating the sales order using the 
requirement infonnation contained in the database. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 18. wherein the seller desires to extend 
credit to the buyer with respect to the trade operation, the method further comprising the 
step of determining the availability of the credit using the automatically generated sales 
order. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 17, further comprising the steps 
of: 

• comparing the sales order to the requirement infomiation contained in the 
database in order to determine any discrepancies; and 
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• correcting the sales order if there are any discrepancies, thereby generating a 
matched sales order. 

21. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 20, further comprising the steps 
of: 

• generating a manufacturing specification sheet using the sales order: 

• comparing the manufacturing specification sheet to the matched sales order in 
order to determine any discrepancies; and 

• correcting the manufacturing specification sheet if there are any discrepancies, 
thereby generating a matched manufacturing specification sheet. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 20, ftirther comprising the steps 
of: 

• automatically generating shipping instructions using the matched sales order; and 

• transmitfing the shipping instructions to a shipper. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the shipping 
instructions are a draft bill of laden. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the step of 
transmitting the shipping instruction to the shipper further comprises the step of 
electronically transmitting the shipping instructions. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 20, ftirther comprising the step of 
generating an invoice. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 25, wherein the step of generating 
the invoice fiirther comprises the step of automatically generating the invoice using the 
matched sales order. 
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(Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 25, further comprising the steps 

of: 

• comparing the invoice to the matched sales order in order to determine any 
discrepancies; and 

• correcting the invoice if there are any discrepancies, thereby generating a matched 
invoice. 

(Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 27, further comprising the steps 
of: 

• receiving shipping instructions from a shipper; 

• comparing the sliipping instructions to the matched invoice in order to determine 
any discrepancies; and 

• informing the shipper of the discrepancies whereby the shipper can correct the 
discrepancies and provide matched shipping instructions. 

(Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 27, further comprising the steps 
of 

• automatically generating shipping insurance instructions using the matched 
invoice; and 

• transmitting the shipping insurance instructions to an insurer. 

(Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 29, fiarther comprising the steps 
of 

• receiving a certificate of insurance from the insurer; and 

• automatically generating the trade documents using the certificate of insurance, 
the matched invoice and the matched shipping instructions. 
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31. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 28, further comprising the step of 
automatically generating the trade documents using the matched invoice and the matched 
shipping instructions. 

32. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 30, further comprising the step of 
electronically notifying parties specified by the buyer and the seller of the generation of 
the trade documents. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 30, wherein the trade documents 
include the matched invoice, the matched shipping instructions, the certificate of 
insurance, packing slips, and a certificate of analysis. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 30, further comprising the step of 
presenting the trade documents to the buyer for negotiation. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 33, further comprising the step of 
performing a reconciliation function on behalf of the buyer. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 34, wherein the step of 
performing a reconciliation function on behalf of the buyer further comprises the step of 
reconciling a payment due under the trade documents against the requirement 
information. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 33, further comprising the steps 
of: 

• receiving payment information reflecting a payment made by the buyer, the seller: 
and 

• performing a reconciliation function on behalf of the seller in response to the 
payment information. 
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38. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 36, wherein the step of 
performing a reconciliation function on behalf of the seller further comprises the step of 
reconciling the payment information against the matched invoice. 

39. (Withdrawn) The method as recited in claim 30, further comprising the step of 
presenting the trade documents to a bank representing the buyer for negotiation. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 38, fiirther comprising the step 
printing the documents at a location which is in proximity to the bank. 

41. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 39, wherein the trade documents 
are presented to the bank electronically. 

42. (Canceled). 

43. (Canceled). 

44. (Canceled). 

45. (Canceled). 

46. (Canceled). 

47. (Canceled). 

48. (Canceled). 

49. (Canceled). 

50. (Canceled). 

51. (Canceled). 

52. (Canceled). 

53. (Canceled). 

54. (Canceled). 

55. (Canceled). 



56. (Canceled). 

57. (Canceled). 

58. (Canceled). 

59. (Canceled). 

60. (Canceled). 

61. (Canceled). 

62. (Canceled). 

63. (Canceled). 
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Appendix B Improvements Over Prior Arts 

Note: 

1. Element A represents receiving an initiation document containing requirement 
information with respect to the trade operation. 

2. Element B represents mapping at least some of the requirement information into a 
database. 

3. Element C represents automatically generating the trade documents utilizing the 
requirement information contained in the database. 

4. Element D represents verifying the accuracy of the trade documents. 
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